
3 Great Performance/Diagnostic Tools in Windows 10 

 

 

  With the ever- expanding role of technology in today’s business and personal lives 

everyone from IT personnel to the basic consumer/ end user will experience some sort of 

performance problem with one of their devices. Desktop pcs and laptops tend to be at the top 

of list of devices needing some sort of regular maintenance. A quick online search can reveal 

any number of third- party tools for maintaining and troubleshooting your PC or laptop but 

before you download or purchase a third-party app you can check in windows itself for great 

diagnostic and/or troubleshooting tools built into the windows operating system. Here are 3 

great tools built into your windows operating system. 

 

 

Resource Monitor 

 



The resource monitor can be a valuable tool in your trouble-shooting and diagnostic 

toolbox. This windows utility allows you to view a detailed analysis of your PC’s resource usage. 

categories like CPU, Disk and network usage can all be displayed in a graphical display and you 

can see the impact that various applications and services are having on your computer’s 

performance. You can even take a closer look at each process individually to get a specific idea 

of its utilization of processor time, network bandwidth and disk space. There are several ways 

to access the resource manager. You can choose the method that suits you best. 

1. Search Bar: This is the simple approach just type “resource monitor” in the windows 

search bar click on the icon that appears and you’re in. 

2. Task manager: To access the resource monitor from the task manager takes a few steps. 

The easiest method is as follows: (a) Right click on the task bar (b) select task manager 

from the pop- up menu (c) Select performance tab and then clicking on resource 

manager. 

 

                                            Disk Clean up 

 



A user that experiences slow speeds might want to check on the available disk space. 

Everyday through normal use a computer accumulates numerous files. These files can pile up 

and inhibit normal operation of your computer. You can spend hours seeking out these files one 

by one or you can use disk-clean up. Disk-clean up searches out files that are not used or rarely 

used and removes them. (1). Disk- clean up can be easily searched from the windows search 

bar.  

(2) Type in “Disk-cleanup” and click on the icon that comes up on the left -hand 

side of the screen.  

(3) Once in the Disk clean up dialogue box you have several options, you can 

view files or clean up the files, and even check into more options. 

 

 

Performance Monitor 

 



 

The last tool I will talk about is the performance monitor. Like the resource 

monitor the performance monitor looks at active use but instead of resources it looks at 

the performance of the components of your computer. This information can be vital in 

diagnosing a failing component or even a virus on your computer. Within performance 

monitor you can select which component to examine. You can choose between CPU, 

memory, disk, ethernet and even virtual ethernet if you have those enabled on your PC.   

Accessing the performance monitor is simple. (1) Right click the task bar (2) Select 

“Task manager” from the pop-up menu (3) click the “performance” tab within the task 

manager. Once in the performance monitor you have options to suite your individual 

needs these are accessed from the File, Options, and View tabs located at the top left-

hand side of the task manager dialog box. 

These three tools are just a few of the useful tools that come built-in the 

windows 10 operating system. While there are plenty of third- party applications that 

mimic or maybe even perform different functions I believe that the Windows version 

are reliable also, best of all, they are free. So, before you shell out some cash for 

performance or diagnostic programs, waste big bucks on upgrading components that 

are unnecessary make sure to check out the windows in house applications. They could 

save you both time and money. 

 

 
 

 

 


