
Working with Back up and restoring in registry in 

Windows 10. 

 

   In the background of the Windows 10 operating system there is the registry. The 

registry is a database that holds settings for the operating system. Some of the most important 

components of your PC’S firmware interact with the registry. The vital functions of the registry 

and its integration with so many features necessary to proper operation means that every 

opportunity to protect and preserve the integrity of the Registry must be taken.  Any IT 

professional IT personnel will tell you that it is something that should not be changed on a 

whim. You must always be sure that any changes or deletions made to the registry must be 

carefully undertaken and well documented. With all that in mind I will discuss the ability to 

backup and restore the registry. 

 

 

 

Backing up The Registry. 

 

 The importance of the registry demands that you keep a dependable and viable back-up 

of the registry before attempting to implementing any sort of changes. Luckily Windows 10 

makes it easy to produce a backup to any registry. The first step is to access the registry editor 

this can easily accomplished with the Windows key + r. In the dialogue box enter “regedit” and 

click okay. It is important to use an administrator account, or you will not be able to make 

changes. Once set in Registry editor you can follow these steps. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

1. Make sure “Computer” is selected 

2. Click on File and select “Export” 

3.  When at the Export Registry File, enter a name for the back up file you are making. 

4.  Choose “All” when presented with the available Export range section. 

5. Choose an appropriate location where you want to save your registry backup file. 

6. Select save. 

 

You have now created a backup of your registry.  Another good practice is to 

have an additional copy on a removable device to ensure the integrity of your backups. 

This will also protect against the failure of your internal hard drive. Once again this is 

one of things that should be drilled into a regular routine as part of one of any 

Informational Technology professional’s best practices. 

 

 

 

Restoring a Registry back-up 



 
 

Once you have created the backup let’s say you make a mistake and there is a registry 

related crash to your PC now you are glad that you made those backups beforehand! 

This is a situation that everyone wants to avoid but it happens unfortunately this is the 

time for you to deploy your viable backups. 

 

1. Press the Windows key +R to open the run application 

2. Enter in regedit in the search box 

3. Select okay 

4. Click on “file” within the registry editor 

5.  At the file screen click the “import” option 

6. When on the “Import Registry File” screen and the find the desired backup file you 

want to utilize. 

7. Click on the open option 

8. Once the file has loaded you should restart your computer to fully implement all 

changes.  

 

 

 


